the 17th of March 2022

St. Patrick’s Day, The National Day of IRELAND

Universitatea Ovidius, Constanta, Facultatea de Litere

Cu ocazia sarbatorii Sfantului Patrick si a Zilei Nationale a Irlandei — 17 martie, Facultatea de
Litere (Universitatea Ovidius din Constanta) a organizat online o activitate dedicata evenimentului
(St. Patrick’s Day — American Roots and Worldwide Celebrations Today). La manifestare,
coordonata de conf. univ. dr. Nicoleta Stanca, au participat studenti de la programul de Studii
Americane al facultatii. Mentiondm ca Ziua Nationald a Irlandei este sarbatoritad cu o parada,
concerte si alte evenimente culturale si In Romania incepand cu anul 2013 datoritd Ambasadei
Irlandei la Bucuresti, cu care Universitatea Ovidius are un protocol de colaborare din 2017.
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St. Patrick: Historical and Iconic Figure
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» Borna Briton in northern England, a slave in
Ireland, a shepherd

« travelling to Europe delivering God’s message
+ 432 - a Bishop, return to Ireland to convert it
» “the one who drove the snakes out of Treland”
+ The symbol of the shamrock = Trinity

» March 17, 461, his death, the day celebrated as St.
Patrick’s Day

= Works: Confessions
» Paganism (fairy forts, “little people”, holy wells)
and/vs. Christianity (Catholic vs. Protestant)?
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St. Patrick’s Day Today in America

» In 1983, over 14 million St. Patrick’s Day cards were
posted in America;

« The number of Irish-American visitors, trying to uncover
their roots back home, increased with Ronald Reagan’s
visitin 1084 to his ancestral home in Co. Tipperrary;

« The first Beverly Hills St. Patrick’s Day parade broadcast
in 1889; it brought the event world-wide celebrity;

« Iconic images: parades (green costumes, wearing a
shamrock, the colours of the flag), going to an Irish pub,
drinking Guinness, sending St. Patrick’s cards, buying
souvenirs with Celtic motifs, listening to Irish music and
watching Irish dances.
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