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Abstract: This paper investigates the condition of contemporary biomedical science — as suggested by the
underlying discourse of its visual output — in relation to Jean-Frangois Lyotard’s proposition, in 1979,
about the West’s postmodern distrust of metanarratives. | examine the Visible Human Project (a digital
anatomical archive pioneered by the US National Library of Medicine), alongside its South Korean and
Chinese counterparts, and the Anatomage Table (a US virtual dissection table incorporating US and

Korean VH data), which draw on cutting-edge medical imagistic technology and aim to generate and
improve biomedical knowledge and/or specific medical skills.
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