Abstract: This article offers an overview of the concept of "gender" as it appears mainly in studies of
folklore, rhetoric, literary theory and linguistics. The studies of literary theory with Bakhtin distinguish
between primary and secondary genres. They take into account the four aspects of the genre: collective
and social aspects; formal reality; the mediating function and the indissoluble link with its linguistic
reality. In linguistics Hymes affirms the fact that "Genres often coincide with speech events”. Martin
distinguishes between genres and registers. For Bronckart and Stroumza the texts have three indexations:
referential indexing (what type of activity does the text comment?); communication indexation (What is
the kind of social interaction in which this comment is made?); cultural indexation (what is the 'socially
added value' of a kind of text, as an effect of the mechanisms and stakes of power that organize the ‘fields
of production'? — cf. Bourdieu 1980). In an eclectic way, we try to find an answer at the definitional and
taxonomic problems of gender.
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