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Abstract: The aim of this paper is to review and illustrate the functions of the pragmatic marker you
know / stii in English and Romanian conversational discourse respectively. The paper addresses its
functions as a monitor in discourse and as a metalinguistic monitor. In this function you know / stii is
speaker-oriented, either focusing on the illocutionary force or serving as a face-saving device. The
paper provides a quantitative and qualitative analysis of you know and its Romanian counterpart stii
in adolescent talk. Comparisons are made with findings from earlier research undertaken in English-
speaking communities, involving adult speakers (Erman 1987, Schiffrin 1987, Macaulay 1991,
Macaulay 2002).
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