Abstract: The article discusses Oscar Wilde as representative of aestheticism and decadentism,
without ignoring his identity as an Irishman. His American South tour lectures and his theoretical
essays on the figure of the dandy, the art for art’s sake and beauty offer the framework for the study of
his dramatic work, out of which the famous play The Importance of Being Earnest has been chosen as
an example to illustrate his satirical genius.



